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It is the responsibility of state and city governments to provide support and resources to their 
constituents and communities. Sometimes, the communities need more support than their 
local government can provide to further their economic development. In these situations, 
special “districts” can be a useful tool. Below are the main types of districts around Metro 
Atlanta and the state.  
  
Community Improvement Districts – CIDs are designated areas where local businesses are 
committed to help fund government services to improve the community. Improvements 
include building and maintaining city streets and parks, maintaining water and sewage systems, 
and improving public transportation. CIDs are authorized by the City of Atlanta. To get city 
approval, at least 50 percent of the businesses in the District need to agree to pay increased 
taxes for community improvements. CIDs have their own boards and governance and many 
work with their local government to coordinate District improvements. CIDs also may be 
referred to as Business Improvement Districts (BIDs). According to Georgia State University, 
Atlanta currently has 25 CIDs in the Metro Atlanta area, including the Cumberland area, 
Midtown and the West End. You’ll find information for some of the CIDs on the City of Atlanta 
website.  
  
Special District/Special Purpose District/Special Services District – SDs are entities created for 
a limited, special purpose as a way to provide economic support or economic development in a 
specific area. SDs may have a single focus, such as managing hospitals, libraries, and airports, or 
they may be multi-focus overseeing parks, community development and local sewer and water 
supply. Local government leaders create their SDs and determine the specific rules and 
guidelines for them. SDs may provide support to a newly developed community, or they may 
assist communities that are already established but need additional support or services. SDs are 
a way for a local government to generate additional income through taxes or by issuing bonds 
to support the needs of the district. The Beltline is one of Atlanta’s newest SDs, approved in 
March 2021 to provide additional funding to complete the project for a multi-use trail. There 
are thousands of special districts around the country. Many of them are defined on the U.S. 
Census Bureau website. 
  
Tax Allocation District – TADs are designated areas where revenue collected from property 
taxes is used for specified improvements in that District. TADs are usually areas that are not 
fully developed or need revitalizing, but funding isn’t available to make the improvements. All 
TADs must be approved by the local government, and the government must approve the 
proposed improvements for the District. Once a TAD is created, the city can sell bonds to  

https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/office-of-housing-community-development/economic-development-division/community-improvement-districts
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/gus/about/glossary.html#par_textimage_1937248780
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generate revenue to fund the development in the district. The increased value in property taxes 
as a result of the new development is used to help pay off the bonds. TADs also may be called 
Tax Increment Financing (TIFs). Some of Atlanta’s current TADs include the Westside, the 
neighborhood around Mercedes-Benz Stadium and the Atlanta Beltline. You’ll find more 
information on Atlanta’s TADs on Invest Atlanta’s website. 
  
  
Resources used for this article and more information on Georgia’s special districts: 
  
Atlanta Beltline: City of Atlanta Approves Funding to Complete Atlanta Beltline Multi-Use Trail 
Special Service District 
  
City of Atlanta, GA: Community Improvement Districts 
  
City of Atlanta, GA: Tax Allocation District 
  
Georgia Municipal Association: Georgia’s Community Improvement Districts 
  
Georgia State University: What You Need to Know About Georgia’s Community Improvement 
Districts 
  
Gwinnett County: Community Improvement Districts 
  
Invest Atlanta: Supporting Vibrant, Growing Communities 
  
U.S. Census Bureau: Are There Special Districts in Your Hometown? 
 
 

Atlanta Civic Circle’s mission is to inform the public about critical issues facing our city by providing in-depth 

reporting and presenting possible solutions with opportunities for civic engagement online and in the community. 

https://www.investatlanta.com/developers/opportunities-incentives/tax-allocation-district-financing
https://beltline.org/2021/03/16/city-of-atlanta-approves-to-funding-to-complete-atlanta-beltline-multi-use-trail-special-service-district/
https://beltline.org/2021/03/16/city-of-atlanta-approves-to-funding-to-complete-atlanta-beltline-multi-use-trail-special-service-district/
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/office-of-housing-community-development/economic-development-division/community-improvement-districts
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/office-of-zoning-development/plans-and-studies/tax-allocation-district-tad
https://www.gacities.com/Resources/Reference-Articles/Georgia%E2%80%99s-Community-Improvement-Districts-(CIDs).aspx?feed=93d3a9e3-258c-4a31-8540-e69641995743
https://cslf.gsu.edu/2016/11/28/key-facts-about-community-improvement-districts-in-georgia/
https://cslf.gsu.edu/2016/11/28/key-facts-about-community-improvement-districts-in-georgia/
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/Departments/PlanningandDevelopment/EconomicDevelopment/CommunityImprovementDist
https://www.investatlanta.com/developers/opportunities-incentives/tax-allocation-district-financing
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/10/are-there-special-districts-in-your-hometown.html

