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INITIAL DECISION 

I. INTRODUCTION

Robert Wittenstein and Jill Vogin ("the Petitioners") filed this action pursuant to O.C.G.A. 

§ 21-2-5(b) against Dr. Cornel West ("the Respondent"), challenging his qualifications to run as

an independent candidate for the office of President of the United States. 1

The Petitioners contend that ( 1) a number of signatures on the nomination petitions the 

Respondent submitted to the Georgia Office of Secretary of State are invalid and, consequently, 

he does not have the 7,500 signatures required for him to qualify for ballot access, and (2) the 

Respondent is not an "independent" candidate within the meaning of Georgia law. 

1 The Georgia Republican Party, through counsel, submitted a motion to intervene and accompanying brief on 
Wednesday, August 21, 2024. This motion was submitted to the Court the day before the hearing, after this matter 
had been pending for approximately one month and both parties had briefed their arguments at length. Given the 
timing of this motion, as well as the expedited timeframe for issuing the initial decision, granting a motion to intervene 
at this stage would unduly delay and prejudice adjudication of the rights of the existing parties. O.C.G.A. § 50-13-
14. Moreover, the Court is not persuaded that the movant's interests are not adequately represented. See id. Therefore,
having read and considered the motion to intervene, it is DENIED.
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